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In this new edition of the best-selling Introduction to Buddhism, Peter Harvey provides a

comprehensive introduction to the development of the Buddhist tradition in both Asia and the West.

Extensively revised and fully updated, this new edition draws on recent scholarship in the field,

exploring the tensions and continuities between the different forms of Buddhism. Harvey critiques

and corrects some common misconceptions and mistranslations, and discusses key concepts that

have often been over-simplified and over-generalised. The volume includes detailed references to

scriptures and secondary literature, an updated bibliography, and a section on web resources. Key

terms are given in Pali and Sanskrit, and Tibetan words are transliterated in the most easily

pronounceable form, making this is a truly accessible account. This is an ideal coursebook for

students of religion, Asian philosophy and Asian studies, and is also a useful reference for readers

wanting an overview of Buddhism and its beliefs.
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"Harvey's An Introduction to Buddhism is an admirably lucid, concise, and comprehensive

exposition of the historical development and spread of Buddhism." Teaching Philosophy"...the most

comprehensive and detailed English-language introduction to the entirety of Buddhism in its

historical development." Adris"Peter Harvey's Introduction to Buddhism is to be recommended; in its

breadth and scope it is without serious rival as an introductory volume...Harvey is to be

congratulated on a rounded and sensitive presentation of Buddhist thought and practice." Times



Literary Supplement --Times Literary Supplement"Harvey's An Introduction to Buddhism is an

admirably lucid, concise, and comprehensive exposition of the historical development and spread of

Buddhism." Teaching Philosophy"...the most comprehensive and detailed English-language

introduction to the entirety of Buddhism in its historical development." Adris"Peter Harvey's

Introduction to Buddhism is to be recommended; in its breadth and scope it is without serious rival

as an introductory volume...Harvey is to be congratulated on a rounded and sensitive presentation

of Buddhist thought and practice." Times Literary Supplement --Times Literary Supplement --This

text refers to the Hardcover edition.

This extensively revised and updated second edition draws upon recent scholarship to present a

comprehensive overview of the development of Buddhism in Asia and the West. Detailed

references to secondary literature and a section on web resources make it ideal for students of

religion, philosophy or Asian studies.

Heavy book about Buddhism. Covers different countries and customs. This book is more for

studying Buddhism than a how to guide to be a good Buddhist.

Perfect for class.

Very detailed and informative, but could be somewhat dry.

This book gives a basic introduction for university or high school students of Buddhism. My one

criticism is that it almost completely ignores doctrine and instead focuses on practices and monastic

life. However, it treats these subjects thoroughly and does include some information on doctrine.

The more I can learn about Buddhism the happier I am, so all books contain something that another

book might not, and one always learns something. This was recommended for an intro to Buddhism

class I took at Queens College, NYC.

I found it to be too complicated for an introduction to Buddhism.

I would recommend this book to anyone who wants to know the history of Buddhism. It is a

wonderful read.



A very thorough book all in one place. Obviously all the information in this book can be found for

free online. However, the information in this book is all in one place in a clear, easy to read format.
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